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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To perform the maintenance of a printer easily by a method wherein 
a printer counts the number of operations of a mechanism of itself, and 
sends the information, that the number of operations reaches a specified 
value. 

CONSTITUTION: For a mechanism 103 of a printer 102, a CPU 104 counts the 
number of operations of the mechanism 103, and the number of operations is 
stored in a memory 105. When the CPU 104 judged that the number of 
operations reaches a specified value, this fact is sent to a host computer 
101 through an interface circuit 106, or the result of a self-test, etc., 
is sent to the computer 101. Therefore, the following effects are provided. 
(1) The control of each part of the printer is available, and the 
maintenance, can be accurately performed. (2) The extension of the life of 
overall printer main body can be expected by replacing parts of the printer 
before the life of. each part expires. 
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